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Opening Qatar Business Forum 

May 25, 2016 

 

Mr. Minister,  

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Last year in March, I had the honour to travel to Doha with Her 

Royal Highness Princess Astrid, who presided over an economic 

mission as representative of His Majesty the King. I must say that 

our delegation did not go unnoticed. With 6 Ministers and 223 

companies, the size was impressive: more than 400 participants, 

which is the biggest Belgian delegation ever after the mission to 

China ! And I was told that it was the largest trade delegation ever 

to Qatar. 
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The level and the size of that princely mission was the confirmation 

of the great interest of Belgian companies in the Qatari market. Let 

me take this opportunity to express again our deep gratitude to His 

Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of the State of 

Qatar, for the support we received on that occasion. 

 

On behalf of the Belgian federal and regional authorities, I am very 

pleased to welcome you today in Brussels for a follow up to that 

successful mission. We are very grateful to Your Excellency for 

coming to Belgium with high level officials, as well as businessmen. 

People-to-people contacts are crucial if you want to develop 

business relationship – or even better a true partnership. 

 

Since our mission last year, a lot has been happening. As Federal 

Secretary of State for Foreign Trade, I can only welcome this. 

- Beyond the contracts that were signed, many partnerships 

have been developed. 
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- Our bilateral trade volume has substantially increased in 2015 

to reach almost 1.5 billion EUR. The Belgian exports increased 

by 56% to reach 318 million EUR while the Qatari exports grew 

by 17% to reach 1.127 billion EUR. The economic mission has 

no doubt contributed to it. 

- “Digichambers” certificates are now accepted by the Qatari 

customs, which facilitates exports. 

- AGORIA’s Sports Technology Club came back twice since the 

princely mission: first in 2015 for a preparatory mission, and 

then in February 2016 with 10 companies. They had very 

useful meetings with the sport sector and with relevant 

institutions and companies. 

- Just 2 weeks ago, 20 companies were in Doha: half of them 

participating in the Project Qatar construction exhibition, and 

the other half being part of a business delegation of VOKA, 

Flander’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

 



4 

 

We can thus be proud of what has been achieved. We are also 

proud of what Belgians and Belgians companies have already done 

in Qatar. It is sometimes not enough known – maybe because we 

are too humble – but many landmark projects and buildings could 

not have been made possible without Belgian engineering or 

technology. 

 

This issue of “Business and Human Rights” is a priority for Belgium. 

We don’t believe a choice should be made between one or the 

other. In fact, they both reinforce each other. It is well known that  

satisfied workers are more productive and deliver better quality 

job. We therefore command the Government of Qatar for hosting 

last month the first Forum organised by the United Nations in Asia 

to promote the implementation of the United Nations Guiding 

Principles. Belgium and its companies are committed to support 

their implementation, including in Qatar. 

 



5 

 

We encourage your authorities to pursue the efforts made over the 

last few years. We believe that the improvement of the working 

and living conditions of migrant workers could be a great legacy of 

the 2022 World Cup, not only in Qatar but in the whole region. We 

sincerely hope that the standards set by Qatar Foundation and the 

2022 Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy become the 

norm in the whole GCC. 

 

In this context and given the needs of Qatar, I am convinced 

Belgium is the perfect partner. Our cooperation has already 

developed in all the sectors for the implementation of the 

ambitious Qatar National Vision 2030. I would only mention here 

infrastructure, clean tech and sustainable development, health, and 

energy. Belgians are reliable partners – and I insist on the word of 

partnership. We are serious and we can provide the right quality 

products to meet the Qatari needs. As you know we are specialized 

in niche products, often made available by SME’s, the backbone of 

our economy. 
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Both our countries are small and at the heart of an important 

region. Our  economies are open and we both live from our exports 

as our own markets are too small. We don’t export gas like Qatar  

but we are ready to share our experience with you, also in the field 

of clean tech. 

 

I am convinced this economic mission to Belgium will give another 

boost to our economic relations. I encourage all our companies to 

frequently travel to Qatar in order to further strengthen their ties 

with their Qatari partners (present and future). Your companies are 

obviously always welcome to enjoy Belgian hospitality and way of 

life. 

 

As Ashghal, the Qatari Public Works Authority, would say “Qatar 

deserves the best”. Belgium and its companies are there to partner 

with you country in order to achieve that objective. 
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I thank you for your attention. 

 

Pieter De Crem 

Secretary of State for Foreign Trade 

 

 


